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SUBJ: NAMIBIA - VIEWS OF PFP FOREIGN AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN 

1 . AT A MEETING MARCH 1 WITH POLITICAL COUNSELOR, PFP 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN JAPPIE BASSON DISCUSSED THE 
NAMIBIAN NEGOTITIONS. BASSON SAID THERE WERE A NUMBER 
OF THINGS ABOUT THE PROPOSAL THAT BOTHERED HIM. THERE 
WAS A GREATDEAL OF UNCERTAINTY ABOUT HOW 

THE PLAN WOULD WORK IN PRACTICE; MANY THINGS WERE LEFT UP IN 
THE AIR; INCLUDING THE QUESTION OF DISPUTES BETWEEN THE 
AG AND THE UN SPECIAL REP. NEVERTHELESS, ON 
THE WHOLE HE THOUGHT IT WAS BEST TO TAKE THE RISK AND 
ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL. 

2. THE PFP, HE SAID, IS OF COURSE TOTALLY IN THE DARK 
AS TO THE GOVT'S ACTUAL THINKING ON THE MATTER 
BUT HIS IMPRESSION IS THAT THEY ARE STILL HANGING 
FIRE AND HAVE NOT QUITE MADE UP THEIR MIND. BUT, 
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HE SAID, HE WOULD BE VERY SURPRISED IF IN THE END, 

THEY CHOSE MORE OR LESS TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL. THE 
GOVT'S OBJECTIVES ALL ALONG, HE SAID, HAS BEEN 

TO PREVENT A SWAPO TAKEOVER OF NAMIBIA WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
TRYING TO AVOID INTERNATIONAL SANCTIONS AND FURTHER 
ISOLATION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


3. BASSON SAID THERE SEEMED TO BE TWO BIG PROBLEMS 
WITH THE WESTERN PROPOSAL IN THE EYES OF THE GOVT AS 
WELL AS IN THE EYES OF LOCAL POLITICAL LEADERS IN 
NAMIBIA WITH WHOM HE HAD TALKED ON A RECENT VISIT TO 
WINDHOEK (BASSON WAS FOR 10 YEARS AN MP ELECTED FROM SWA). 
BASSON SAID THE FIRST PR OBI EM WAS THE 

PROVISION FOR THE IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL SAG 
FORCES AFTER CERTIFICATION OF THE ELECTION RESULTS. 

BLACK AS WELL AS WHITE POLITICAL LEAADERS IN NAMIBIA 
AND NOT JUST PRO-SAG ELEMENTS BELIEVE THAT THIS WOULD 
LEAVE A SERIOUS VACUUM. THE PROBLEM, BASSON SAID, IS 
THAT THERE WOULD THEN BE NO CONSTITUTED AUTHORITY 
WHICH COULD CALL FOR SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS TO RETURN IN 
THE EVENT SWAPO TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUATION AND 
BEGAN TO MOVE ACROSS THE BORDER IN FORCE. FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA TO SEND ITS TROOPS BACK IN THIS SITUATION WOULD 
EXPOSE IT TO THE RISK OF BEING LABELED AN AGGRESSOR. 

IF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY WERE COMPOSED OF A NON- 
SWAPO MAJORITY, HE SAID, IT WOULD BE DIVIDED BY AN ARRAY 
OF COMPETING PARTIES AND IT WOULD TAKE SOME TIME FOR IT 
TO PULL ITSELF TOGETHER AND FORM A GOVT MUCH LESS 
AGREE ON A CONSTITUTION. IN THE INTERVAL, HE ASKED, 

WHO WOULD CONSTITUTE THE AUTHORITY IN NAMIBIA? 

4. THE SECOND PROBLEM, HE SAID, WAS THE QUESTION OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE AG AND THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE. 
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GIVEN THE POSITION THE SAG HAS TAKEN OVER THE YEARS AGAINST 
UN INVOLVEMENT, HE DID NOT THINK VORSTER COULD POSSIBLY 
ACCEPT A SITUATION IN WHICH HE SEEMED TO BE TURNING OVER 
AUTHORITY TO THE UN. EVEN IF THE AG AND THE UNSR ARE 
PORTRAYED AS CO-EQUAL, BASSON SAID, IN REALITY THE 
SPECIAL REP WOULD HAVE AN ENORMOUS STAFF AS 
WELL AS OPERATING MILITARY UNITS AT HIS DISPOSAL AND MANY 
PEOPLE THROUGHOUT NAMIBIA FEAR THAT IN THE EVENT OF A 
DISPUTE WITH THE AG, THE SPECIAL REP WOULD 
SIMPLY TAKE OVER. THIS APPREHENSION COULD BE REDUCED, 
BASSON SAID, IF THE CONTACT GROUP SPELLED OUT THE METHOD 
FOR SOLVING SUCH DISPUTES. 

5. THE MORE SWAPO APPEARS UNLIKELY TO ACCEPT THE 
PROPOSAL, BASSON SUGGESTED, THE MORE THE GOVT MIGHT 
NATURALLY BE ENTICED TO TAKE THE RISK OF ACCEPTING IT, 
ALTHOUGH SWAPO, OF COURSE, COUDL THEREUPON CHANGE ITS 
MIND. BUT ANOTHER CONSIDERATION FOR THE GOVT, 

BASSON SAID, WAS THE UNCERTAINTY OF WHAT SOUTH AFRICA 
WOULD GAIN BY TAKING THIS GAMBLE. IN OTHER WORDS, 

IN THIS SITUATION, WHAT SORT OF SUPPORT WOULD THE 
WESTERN COUNTRIES PROVIDE TO A SUBSEQUENT INTERNAL 
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SETTLEMENT IF SWAPO REJECTED THE WESTERN PROPOSAL? 

6. BASSON SAID HE FOUND THE WHITES IN NAMIBIA VERY 
NERVOUS. THERE HAD BEEN A GREAT DEAL OF DISINVESTMENT 
AND MONEY WAS FLOWING OUT OF THE TERRITORY. HE SAID 
THE GOVT HAD CONSIDERED HOW IT MIGHT DISCOURAGE 
THIS. BASSON SPECULATED THAT EVEN IF A TURNHALLE 
GOVT CAME ABOUT, IT WOULD MOVE TO REDUCE WHITE 
PRIVILEGE RAPIDLY AND TO REDISTRIBUTE WEALTH. THIS 
COULD LEAD TO MORE EMIGRATION BY THE WHITES AND A 
RESULTANT BREAKDOWN OF SERVICES ALL OF WHICH WOULD 
HAVE A SNOWBALLING EFFECT. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF IT 
WORKED OUT IN A REASONABLE WAY IT COULD HAVE A 
"TERRIFIC IMPACT" IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
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